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I. SPOKANE COUNTY GANG ASSESSMENT – PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
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suppression efforts are being trimmed in Spokane County at
precisely the time when the need for such programs is increasing
rapidly. The Assessment also advocates for continued collaboration
among law enforcement agencies, community organizations,
schools, youth, families, and local/state/federal agencies. The main
goal of the collaborative efforts should be to reduce the factors
leading to gang membership and criminal activities, while
reinforcing protective factors that help individuals, especially youth,
resist the lure of the gang lifestyle.

II. Introduction

T

he Spokane County Comprehensive Gang Assessment
(Assessment) is the result of a careful examination of gang
activities in the City Of Spokane, smaller incorporated
towns and cities within the County (Airway Heights, Cheney, Deer
Park, Fairfield, Latah, Liberty Lake, Medical Lake, Millwood,
Rockford, Spangle, Spokane Valley and Waverly), and
unincorporated rural areas of Spokane County. Many agencies and
organizations collaborated to produce this Assessment, including
law enforcement, prevention, education, and intervention agencies.
Each collaborative partner provided information about its
interactions with gang members, gang activities and behaviors, and
demographic information about the gangs in Spokane County. The
information shared can potentially help reduce gang-related crimes,
educate the public about the magnitude of Spokane’s gang
problem, and provide assistance to those at risk for becoming a
gang member or those seeking to leave the gang lifestyle.

The Greater Spokane Substance Abuse Council (GSSAC) utilized the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP)
Comprehensive Gang Model as the basis for our efforts for this
grant-funded program. The result of a 1987 project to reduce and
prevent youth gang violence, the OJJDP Comprehensive Gang Model
employs five strategies: Community Mobilization, Opportunities
Provision, Social Intervention, Suppression, and Organizational
Change and Development. In fulfillment of this grant’s goals, the
Community Mobilization and Social Intervention strategies were
used (with the Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement Team
responsible for the Suppression strategy).

This Assessment highlights the current gang problem in Spokane
County. This includes demographic and historical information
relevant to the problem, information on how gang activity and
membership is tracked or measured, and information as to what
programs are in place in the community to prevent youth from
becoming gang members, to help former gang members leave the
lifestyle, and to reduce recidivism by helping offenders who have
served their sentences turn over a new leaf. Evidence presented in
this Assessment clearly emphasizes the need for programs to help
gang-affected members of our Spokane Community, especially
youth. With recent budget cuts, prevention, intervention, and

As part of the program, GSSAC developed a Gang-Awareness
Presentation in 2009 to educate and mobilize citizens and
organizations in Spokane County to action in order to address the
gang problem. GSSAC’S Gang Prevention Community Organizer
provided this presentation throughout the region for youth,
parents, community members and organizations, business and
educational professionals, and law enforcement to engage them in
the prevention effort. The Social Intervention strategy utilized links
to non-profit agencies, law enforcement agencies, faith-based
7

groups, and prevention coalitions in presentations to socially and
economically disadvantaged youth and parents in disproportionally
affected areas for gang membership in our community.
The Spokane County Sheriff’s Office continued its successful law
enforcement multijurisdictional program and implemented a best
practices prevention and intervention program operating
throughout all communities within Spokane County and its cities
and towns utilizing the Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement
Team (SVCGET) and Spokane County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) School
Resource Deputies (SRDs) in collaboration with private and public
entities as set forth below and described in detail in this
assessment. The following goals set forth by the SCSO for the grantfunded program were accomplished with outcomes as noted:






Increased targeted law enforcement gang suppression
programs utilizing the SVCGET as well as patrol officers and
deputies in coordination with the Department of
Corrections (DOC). In addition to its daily ongoing
operations the SVCGET conducted specific periodic antigang patrols with DOC; conducted arrest warrant
operations; conducted active gang spots patrols; attended
monthly gang task force meetings with other law
enforcement and regional professionals involved in gang
suppression; and collected, analyzed and reported data in
regard to these activities.
Increased effective coordination among existing gang
prevention and intervention services. The SVCGET, GSSAC
and NorthEast Washington Educational Service District 101
(NEWESD 101) continued collaboration on prevention
activities with joint Gang Task Force meetings as well as
8

presentations to the public. The task force members
worked together to identify gang activity and violence as
well as community resources and gaps in service
throughout Spokane County. Training for regional law
enforcement via workshops and conferences, task force
meetings, roll call training, and presentations was
accomplished. The SVCGET, GSSAC and the SCSO SRDs
provided work programs both at assigned schools districts
and throughout the community related to prevention and
intervention, as appropriate. SVCGET, GSSAC, NEWESD 101
and the SCSO SRDs collaborated in providing increased
services where gaps exist for prevention and intervention,
using available resources.
Reduced risk factors leading to gang activity and gangrelated crime at schools. The SVCGET, GSSAC, NEWESD
101, SCSO SRDs and school districts throughout Spokane
County collaborated to provide appropriate training and
presentations for students, parents, staff, administration
and the community related to preventing gang activity and
intervening where appropriate, including referring at-risk
youth and families to services. Four SRDs assigned to
school districts in the unincorporated areas of Spokane
County were largely responsible for performance of the
work programs related to this goal. Included were the
following school districts: Mead School District with two
SRDs, Deer Park School District with one SRD, and Freeman
and Liberty School Districts with one shared SRD. In
addition, SRDs assigned to the Central Valley, East Valley
and West Valley School Districts provided work programs.

residing in the 99207 zip code within the County are some of the
poorest in Washington State.

III. Demographic Profile of Spokane County
Spokane County is located on the eastern-most edge of Washington
State bordering Idaho and spans 1,781 square miles. It is
approximately 90 miles south of the Canadian border. Spokane
County is included as part of Washington State’s High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) through which the Interstate 90 corridor
runs. Between 2000 and 2010, the population change increased
12.7%. The County’s ethnic distribution, stated from the 2010 U.S.
Census, includes 0.4% Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander,
1.5% Native American, 1.7% Black/African American, 2.1% Asian,
4.5% Hispanic, 89.2% White and 3.8% reporting two or more races.
One third of the population resides in the unincorporated areas of
Spokane County.

Spokane County gang activity occurs at public events such as
concerts, holiday activities and parades, as well as other gatherings
and social events throughout the community. The communities
within Spokane County have numerous events that take place
throughout the year, including the Spokane Lilac Parade, Hoopfest,
4th of July Neighbor Days, the Spokane Interstate Fair, various car
and motorcycle shows, and concerts. Maintaining safety at these
events has become more challenging due to increasing gang activity
and presence in Spokane County. As an example, during Spokane’s
2010 Hoopfest (the world’s largest three-on-three basketball
tournament), there was a highly publicized gang-related shooting
which resulted in an innocent bystander being injured and
numerous arrests.

With a population of 471,221 people, the County has both an urban
and rural culture. Both the City of Spokane and the City of Spokane
Valley are the most urban centers. According to the U.S. Census,
the City of Spokane has a population of 198,081 and the City of
Spokane Valley has a population of 83,533. A quarter of the
County’s population is under the age of 18, which translates into
more young people between the ages of ten and 25 years of age,
the base years for gang participation. More than half of the
population is between the ages of 18 and 65.

While gang activity was once primarily concentrated within the City
of Spokane, recent reports by law enforcement indicate gang
activity occurs county-wide and in rural areas. Factors contributing
to increased rural activity include the ability to operate more
covertly thus avoiding detection by law enforcement, drug
availability and lack of knowledge by youth that are less aware of
risk factors and gang tactics. In addition, the increased use of
technology by gang members and other youth allows for constant
communication and exposure to the gang culture.

Spokane County’s median household income is $45,000. In 2009,
14.8% of the individuals residing in the County were living below the
poverty level. The County’s poverty rate has historically been higher
than the State rate, although the April 2011 unemployment rates
for Spokane were the same as the State, at 9.1%. The families

Geographical barriers, as well as economic and political differences,
isolate Eastern Washington from the State’s urban areas of Seattle
and Olympia. As a result, the area’s needs frequently differ from
those in more urban population centers. Spokane County has
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experienced many related problems to gang activity including
extreme economic deprivation, substance abuse, increased crime
and other social stressors.

community. Many migrated here through military assignment,
while others relocated to escape a violent past or chose to move to
Spokane to raise their families in a new environment.
The influence of these early gangs served to polarize many youth in
the community who had no previous gang involvement. These
youth began forming gangs of their own, tutored by the migrating
gang members in the drug trade and in the gang lifestyle. These
initial gangs of local origin, the 4th Street Crips, Dogpound Crips,
Deuce Avenue Crips, and Murder One Crips began to confront one
another and engage in violent acts centered on drug territory and
gang representation. These acts of violence caused the formation
of other local gangs for protective reasons. As these local gangs
grew and became stronger, many aligned with the larger gangs that
had migrated here from other parts of the country. Others began to
engage in violent conflict with the other gangs to establish their
own level of respect and dominance. In 2003, several of the local
origin gangs began establishing subsets or cliques with a different
gang name, but falling under the established gangs’ rules and
hierarchy. These subsets, or cliques, served as a proving ground for
many Spokane youth wanting to become gang members. This
practice allowed an established gang the ability to conduct its
business in an insulated fashion and to exploit the characteristics of
the juvenile justice system.

IV. History of Gangs in Spokane County, Washington
Criminal street gangs began to emerge in the City of Spokane and
Spokane County in the early 1980s. Crack cocaine served as the
initial catalyst for the migration from several key gang-infested
areas. Crack cocaine appeared primarily in impoverished inner-city
neighborhoods in New York, Los Angeles, and Miami in late 1984
and 1985. This drug provided a means for gang members to invest
and profit from the drug trade on a significant return. Gang
members travelled in communities untouched by the scourge of
gang violence and large scale drug markets.
In the mid-1980s Spokane County law enforcement officers began
to recognize the influx of gang members from southern California,
particularly the area of Los Angeles. Many of the arriving gang
members in the late 1980s were from the Palmer Block Crips, and
the Rollin’ 60’s Neighborhood Crips. In 1993 and 1994, the Insane
Crips and the Rollin’ 20’s Crips arrived; this coincided with
California’s 3-Strikes Law. In 1996, the Eight Trey Gangster Crips
arrived and were heavily involved in the drug trade. The
predominant drug they brought with them was crack cocaine,
although other drugs were exchanged. Other gangs followed and
the quantity and diversity of controlled substances increased.

During this same time period, the gang culture in Spokane began to
flourish and gangs began to hybridize, blurring the once easily
defined characteristics of criminal gang members. Criminal activities
became more diverse and many gangs became involved in several
different types of crimes in order to protect multiple streams of
revenue.

Other gangs and gang members from California, Seattle, Chicago,
Nevada, Texas, and Arkansas began to move into the surrounding
10

At this time, Spokane is predominately a Crip gang town with more
than 60 Crip sets represented. Of these, 11 are of local origin,
meaning that they originated in Spokane, assisted by outside gang
influences. Bloods/Pirus are also represented, but on a much
smaller scale. There are 19 Blood sets represented in the Spokane
area. The Gangster Disciples are represented with eight different
sets. Peoples Nation gangs are poorly represented in the Spokane
region, although they are present, no gangs are currently active and
their numbers are small. Hispanic gangs are on the rise with more
than 20 different Norteño sets active in the region; this comprises
the second largest group. Norteño gang members in this region
show a high degree of solidarity, making delineation of the different
sets difficult. Sureño sets are also present and increasing in
numbers. Currently 50 Sureño sets are represented in the Spokane
County region.

V. Gang-Related Crime in Spokane County
A primary objective of this Assessment is to provide empirical data
that can help answer fundamental questions about the nature and
extent of gang crime in the region: what crimes are gang members
committing; how has this changed over time, and in what ways;
where are the crimes located, and how much of the overall crime
problem can be attributed to gangs? Since this is the first update to
the original Spokane County Comprehensive Gang Assessment, it
should continue to be deemed as a “living document” that will
change over time as more empirical data are cultivated and
analyzed.
In 2008, the Washington State Legislature passed HB 2712, which
was later signed into law by Governor Christine Gregoire. This
legislation provided much needed definitions for Washington law
enforcement agencies:

Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs have had a presence in Spokane County
for the past two decades. Hells Angels and Gypsy Jokers have had
active club houses and members living in Spokane County for years.
Other Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs are active in the surrounding area
and are occasionally active in Spokane County when they travel to
the area.

“Criminal street gang" is defined as any ongoing
organization, association, or group of three or more
persons, whether formal or informal, having a common
name or common identifying sign or symbol, having as one
of its primary activities the commission of criminal acts, and
whose members or associates individually or collectively
engage in or have engaged in a pattern of criminal street
gang activity. This definition does not apply to employees
engaged in concerted activities for their mutual aid and
protection, or to the activities of labor and bona fide
nonprofit organizations or their members or agents.

Spokane has a unique gang sub-culture unlike anywhere else in the
United States or abroad. Although many of the gangs that have
moved here are familiar in other parts of the country, the dynamic
interaction of Spokane’s demographic make-up and the diverse
origins of the many gangs that are present, serve to give the region
a different dynamic. Gang alliances and rivalries may be based upon
the traditional rivalries or may be formed to promote financial gain
and cross all stereotypical gang behaviors.
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"Criminal street gang associate or member" is defined as
any person who actively participates in any criminal street
gang and who intentionally promotes, furthers, or assists in
any criminal act by the criminal street gang.

or selling any controlled substance (chapter 69.50 RCW);
arson (chapter 9A.48 RCW); trafficking in stolen property
(chapter 9A.82 RCW); promoting prostitution (chapter
9A.88 RCW); human trafficking (RCW 9A.40.100); or
promoting pornography (chapter 9.68 RCW).

"Criminal street gang-related offense" means any felony or
misdemeanor offense, whether in this state or elsewhere,
that is committed for the benefit of, at the direction of, or in
association with any criminal street gang, or is committed
with the intent to promote, further, or assist in any criminal
conduct by the gang, or is committed for one or more of the
following reasons:

It should be noted, in Spokane County, there is no objective
standard by which to measure “gang-related crime.” Every report
written by officers in each jurisdiction, as well as Crime Check
telephone reports (Spokane’s crime reporting hotline), would have
to be read and evaluated by highly trained gang intelligence experts
in order to determine exact statistics in regards to this issue.
Reasons such as continuing budget reductions and increasing
workloads make it extremely difficult to dedicate staff to this task.
In addition, there is currently no centralized method in place to
track gang-related crime for jurisdictions outside of those areas
served by the Spokane County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) and Spokane
Police Department (SPD) in Spokane County.

(a) To gain admission, prestige, or promotion within the
gang;
(b) To increase or maintain the gang's size, membership,
prestige, dominance, or control in any geographical area;
(c) To exact revenge or retribution for the gang or any
member of the gang;

Gangs are responsible for a significant number of violent crimes.
This is a well known part of the gang culture, which puts incredible
importance and pressure on respect and the concept of not
“backing down.” The presence of gangs on the street remains a
serious public safety threat due to the violent nature of crimes they
commit. In fact, there are even a significant number of violent
crimes that come to the attention of law enforcement through
intelligence resources that have never been reported due to several
reasons. These include witness intimidation, lack of victim
cooperation, and future plans for retaliation, to name a few. Finally,
there are also an unknown number of crimes that do not get
reported or come to the attention of law enforcement.

(d) To obstruct justice, or intimidate or eliminate any
witness against the gang or any member of the gang;
(e) To directly or indirectly cause any benefit,
aggrandizement, gain, profit, or other advantage for the
gang, its reputation, influence, or membership; or
(f) To provide the gang with any advantage in, or any
control or dominance over any criminal market sector,
including, but not limited to, manufacturing, delivering,
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For 2010, statistics about the following crimes were collected by the
Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement Team:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

the improved tracking of graffiti has provided the ability to calculate
trends in reported incidents to better analyze the prevalence of this
crime in the community. Since 2009, Spokane County has been
suffering an increase in the amount of reported graffiti incidents. It
is important to note however, that the numbers being reported in
this section are strictly from incidents reported to Crime Check as
graffiti. These numbers do not account for graffiti that is not
reported.

DEATH HOMICIDE
DEATH MANSLAUGHTER
DEATH UNKNOWN
ASSAULT 1ST
KIDNAPPING
UNLAWFUL IMPRISONMENT
SHOOTING (DRIVE-BY)
SHOOTING
STABBING
ASSAULT 2ND
ASSAULT 3RD
HOME-INVASION
ROBBERY (PERSON)
ROBBERY (COMMERCIAL)
DRUGS (DELIVERY)
DRUGS (MANUFACTURING)
DRUGS (SALE)
WEAPON (UNLAWFUL POSSESSION)
WEAPON POSSESSION
INTIMIDATION
RIOT

There were 1173 reports of graffiti vandalism within the City of
Spokane in 2010, a 2.5% increase compared to reports in 2009.
When we compare the number of graffiti reports in the first four
months of 2010 to the comparable period in 2011, we project the
number of reports to remain relatively stable this year with perhaps
a miniscule increase in reports. Between January and April of 2010,
there were 379 reported graffiti incidents and over the same period
in 2011 there were 380 incidents.
The City of Spokane Valley had 30 graffiti reports during the first
half of 2011, down over 50% compared to the same period in 2010.
Since 2009, the Spokane County Sheriff’s Office has identified an
average of approximately 7–10% of the County’s reported graffiti as
being gang-related.

The results are recorded throughout Appendix A.

In 2010, and so far in 2011, there has been a very sharp increase in
gang tags in parts of the City of Spokane not previously known for
having a lot of gang activity. We speculate this shift is the increased
development of territoriality among Spokane’s gangs.

Graffiti
Graffiti is one of the most costly and visible forms of property crime.
Although not always gang-related, it deserves mention due to the
public tendency to view nearly all graffiti as gang graffiti. In 2009, a
new reporting system was implemented which created a property
crime categorization exclusively for tracking graffiti. Since that time,

Please consult Appendix B for a list of reported graffiti incidents, by
neighborhood, within the City of Spokane.
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Gang Prosecutions in Spokane County

Juvenile Detention Center Statistics

In order to better understand the impact of gang-related offenses in
particular, the Spokane County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
provided information about the prosecution of felony crime by its
Gang Unit.

Another method of understanding the gang problem in relation to
Spokane County crime is to examine reports from the correctional
facilities and their re-entry programs for offenders. Correctional
Officers must collect gang affiliation information so as not to house
rival members in the same vicinity. This is done to better protect
the inmates from gang violence.

Overall, less than 10% of all adult felony referrals in Spokane County
are conducted by the Gang Unit. The percentage increased
however, from 5.76% of referrals (220 filed) to over 8.46% (372
filed) from 2002 to 2008. By 2010, 9% of felony referrals were
handled by the Gang Unit. Recent budget cuts in 2009 and 2010
have reduced the number of prosecutors available to work the Gang
Unit, resulting in about 70 fewer prosecutions by the Gang Unit in
2009 when compared to 2008 (372 to 305, a reduction of nearly
18%). In 2010, the number of prosecutions rebounded slightly to
330. The Gang Unit secured over 2,300 guilty pleas since its
inception in 2002, with 134 cases sent to trial. Since 2008, 48 cases
went to trial and nearly 800 plea bargains were secured.

The Spokane County Juvenile Detention Center has been collecting
demographic data on the youth serving time at its facility since 1990
and has recorded 1,237 self-admitted gang members and/or
associates having served time there through October, 2010.
According to Juvenile Detention records, 63 self-reported gang
members/affiliates served time in 2006, 87 in 2007, and 98 in 2008.
Numbers dipped slightly in 2009 to 70 self-reported gang
members/affiliates, but the preliminary reports of the increased
number of gang associates in the juvenile system were not
confirmed over the remainder of 2010, as only 38 members were
reported in 2010 at year’s end.

Due to the nature or degree of the crimes committed (for instance,
homicides are usually prosecuted by the Major Crimes Unit due to
their familiarity with such cases), as well as a lack of available
resources within the Gang Unit, these statistics are somewhat
distorted. Cases are frequently referred on to other prosecutorial
divisions such as Major Crimes, Special Assault, Drugs, Property, and
Domestic Violence Units, when in all actuality the crime may have
been directly correlated to gang activity. Additionally, these
numbers refer to adult prosecutions only, and not to juveniles.

Budget cuts to the Juvenile Justice system resulted in less
information collection by the correctional officers and less time with
each juvenile offender to try to establish any gang links. It is
possible that the trend noticed in the first quarter of 2010
continued, but was unable to be measured accurately with the
reductions in staff and hours. This is important to note because
these juveniles pass through the system without their affiliations
being identified which could make it tougher to convict them for
later gang-related crime without previously known and established
gang affiliations.

For further information, please consult the table in Appendix D.
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From 2006 to June of 2010, 7,750 juveniles were booked into the
Juvenile Detention Center. Of those, 334 were self-reported gang
members/associates (4.43%). On a recent examination of the
Detention Center, ten out of the 35 inmates currently incarcerated,
or roughly 29%, claimed affiliation to various different gangs.

information received from either facility to the Spokane Violent
Crime Gang Enforcement Team (SVCGET). Offenders who are under
supervision by probation or parole officers can be booked into the
correctional facilities if they do not attend classes, programs, or fail
to comply with the conditions of their release. At this time, there
are no specific gang programs in place at the correctional facilities.

Gang Members Incarcerated in Area Correctional Facilities

Beginning in the Fall of 2010, the number of inmates in the Spokane
County Jail claiming gang membership, who never previously
professed membership, rose significantly. This increase is greater
than at any other time since records on gang membership has been
kept at the jail. The gang population in the County Jail is currently at
around 19% of the total jail population, while approximately nine
percent of Geiger’s inmates are gang affiliated.

The majority of offenders housed at the Spokane County Jail or
Geiger Corrections Center are being held on charges that have not
been adjudicated by the Courts, are serving sentences of one year
or less, or have been placed there by their probation officer for
failing to comply with their release stipulations. Most of the
problems in these facilities in the past have been between rival
Norteño and Sureño gang members and/or associates. Selfprofessed gang members and/or associates are housed in various
housing units in both facilities, based on their classification scores
determined by the jail classification unit. Due to the large amount of
gang members currently incarcerated in Spokane’s facilities, it is not
uncommon to now have, for instance, Norteño and Sureño gang
members housed on the same floor but on different walls. In the
past, this would not have been the case, but high gang volume and
overcrowding in general has forced the jail to house rival members
in closer proximity than in years past.

Spokane County Jail now has a formalized Gang Unit within the jail
that acts as the liaison between street gangs, and the jail inmates.
However, in June of 2010, due to budget cuts, Spokane’s
correctional facilities had to lay off support staff and several of the
newly gang-trained deputies. Since January 2011 they have begun
rehiring staff back to Geiger, and look forward to having these
deputies resume their gang liaison duties.

Jail staff rely on the information that they receive from arresting
officers, corrections deputies, inmate classification units, and the
SVCGET to help monitor and keep the facilities safe and secure.

VI. Self-Reported Gang Members in the Schools

If an offender admits to being a gang member or an associate, that
is documented and forwarded with any other gang-related

The Washington State Healthy Youth Survey (HYS) was a key tool
utilized in this assessment to identify trends in self-reported gang
membership over time. The information gathered from this survey,

Washington State Healthy Youth Survey
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however, cannot be used to definitively enumerate the amount of
youth admitting membership in Spokane County. This survey
measures health risk behaviors that contribute to mortality,
morbidity, and social problems among youth in Washington State
schools. These behaviors include tobacco, alcohol and other drug
use, as well as violence, physical activity, dietary behaviors, and
related risk and protective factors. The HYS is administered every
two years to students in grades 6, 8, 10 and 12, and participation is
voluntary, both on behalf of the individual schools and the students.
The most recent year that it was administered was in 2010; we are
using information from the 2008 and 2010 Healthy Youth Surveys
(HYS) for analysis in this section.

Although those results are significant, it is difficult to rely on this
single question alone as indicating a completely accurate level of
gang participation in Spokane County Schools. There are many
reasons why a single question makes it difficult to gather an
accurate depiction of the demographics of gang membership among
our youth. The foremost problem with this question is that the
questionnaire itself is administered only at school. According to the
National Center for School Engagement, “when a student decides to
join a gang, academics cease to be important… school attendance is
the first thing affected by gang membership” (2006). Gang members
have a reputation for truancy; it is unlikely that this question
reached many of the actual gang members because those
individuals may not be in attendance when the HYS is administered
or have already dropped out of school entirely. This is especially
important when considering comparisons across the 10th to 12th
grades. In other words, if these numbers are accurate, the
difference reported may not reflect a change in gang membership
but rather a difference in school attendance.

Although the HYS is certainly a valid and reliable survey, for the
purposes of this assessment, it could be expanded when it comes to
measuring gang membership. Within the HYS, there is only one
question that addresses gang membership directly. This question
asks, “During the past 12 months, have you been a member of a
gang?” According to the 2008 results, approximately 8% of both
eighth and tenth graders, and 7% of twelfth grade students in
Spokane County reported being members of a gang. In 2010, the
results are very similar with about 6.4% of 8th graders, 7% of 10th
graders, and 5.6% of 12th graders reported being in a gang in the
past year. This year’s 10th grade students reported gang
membership at the same rate that they did two years ago (as 8th
graders on the 2008 HYS). There was a very small decrease in
reported gang membership among this year’s 12th graders, down to
5.6% from 7% two years ago (10th graders in the 2008 HYS).
Students in grade six are not asked this question.

With the acknowledged weakness of this single question, other
aspects of the HYS were examined by the task force assigned to
compile this assessment to determine whether there are any other
questions that may suggest gang membership indirectly.
There are other questions on the HYS that may imply gang activity
through other behaviors that are common among gang members.
We examined the HYS data in 2008 and 2010 from eighth grade
respondents, considered the most reliable available data because it
is taken the last year of middle school attendance (a key period
during adolescence).
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For example, in 2008, 12.7% of students in the HYS claimed that it is
“not wrong at all” or “a little bit wrong” to attack someone with the
idea of seriously hurting them. This number remained fairly stable
in 2010, with 11.7% of students finding this behavior ‘not wrong at
all” or “a little bit wrong”. This decrease is not considered
significant.

turning towards gang life, otherwise known as Protective Factors.
For instance, we know that having an adult role model in the
community, someone a young person can trust and look up to, can
help deter them from certain behaviors, gang behavior being one of
those.
According to the HYS results in 2008, over 26% of eighth graders
surveyed said that they did not have an adult in the neighborhood
and/or community that they could talk to about something
important. The 2010 HYS revealed that 24% of 8th graders did not
have a trusted adult to confide in (an insignificant change). In 2008,
37% of eighth graders reported that they did not have anyone in the
neighborhood who would be proud of them when they did
something well, and 38% said that there wasn’t anyone in the
community who encouraged them to do their best. These two
questions were dropped from the 2010 HYS.

In the 2008 HYS, when asked how likely it was that someone who
carried a handgun would be considered as cool, 7.9% reported that
there would be a “very good chance” or “pretty good chance” a
person would be seen as “cool.” This question was not asked in the
2010 HYS, but 7.1% of 8th graders reported at least one of their
friends carried a handgun.
During the past month, over 12% of Spokane County eighth graders
reported carrying a weapon for “self-protection” or for use in a fight
(specifically excluding hunting/outdoor activities), while 5.5%
carried a weapon on school grounds. Unfortunately in 2010, these
numbers did not change: over 13% of students reported carrying a
weapon, and 5.2% reported carrying it to school.
One positive note in our research is that it appears reported
physical altercations decreased from 2008 to 2010. In 2008, 21% of
the sampled eighth grade students said they had been in at least
two fights in the past year, with 9.6% being in four or more fights.
These numbers improved in the 2010 HYS findings, with only 6.1%
of the students reporting they had been in two or more fights, only
1.3% reported being in four or more fights.

Parental (or guardian) involvement is another protective factor
against delinquency, drug use, and gang membership. In both the
2008 and 2010 HYS, nearly 19% of the eighth graders surveyed
reported that they could not ask their parents/guardians for help
with a personal problem. In 2008, 68.2% of kids felt that their
parents noticed and commented when they did a good job “often”
or “all the time;” in 2010, that number dropped to 63.7%. Sixty
eight percent of eighth graders in both years reported that their
parents are often or always proud of them. Both of these statistics
are troubling and reveal a need for measures to improve the
protective factors of parental approval in children’s lives.

Another way to examine the gang problem among youth is to
collect data on variables that are known to protect them from

Moreover, 15% of kids reported in 2008 that they would not be
caught by their parents/guardians if they skipped school. In 2010,
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that number dropped slightly to 11.8%. Thirty-five percent did not
believe their parents/guardians would catch them if they drank
alcohol in 2008, which dropped to 26.8% in the 2010 HYS.
Unfortunately, 14% of respondents said their parents/guardians
would not catch them if they were carrying a handgun in both the
2008 and 2010 HYS. Overall, the statistics in the HYS clearly
demonstrates the need for more prevention and intervention
programs designed to increase protective factors while decreasing
risk factors at the family level.

Reardan-Edwall (#9), and Freeman (#358), with 476, 673, and 935
students respectively in May of 2010.
Across districts in Spokane County, 82.5% of enrolled students are
White, 3% Black, 4% Hispanic/Latino, 3% Native American or Native
Alaskan, and 3% are Asian/Pacific Islander. Some schools were
more diverse than others: eight school districts had enrollments of
greater than 90% White students (Newport, Nine Mile Falls,
Freeman, Deer Park, Liberty, Reardan-Edwall, Riverside and Rosalia).
Approximately 51.5% of students within Spokane County are male.

Demographic Information for Spokane County Schools

There are a couple of disconcerting statistics from the Washington
State Report Cards in addition to demographic information. Over
30,000 students in Spokane County are on free or reduced lunch
programs, which is 44.7% of the student population. Three school
districts had 50% or more of their students receiving free or
reduced lunch: Spokane District #81, Riverside, and Newport. This
statistic is important because extreme economic deprivation is
considered a risk factor under the Communities That Care Model for
many problem behaviors.

School districts in Spokane County range from small rural districts
around the edges of the County, to those in small college towns like
Cheney, to districts in the City of Spokane and its suburbs.
According to the Washington State Report Cards from the
Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,
in Spokane County, over 73,000 students were enrolled in grades K
through 12, across 16 school districts. Newport School District (#56),
St. John School District (#322), and Rosalia School District (#320) are
all partially in Spokane County and were statistically added as 25%
of their enrollment living in Spokane County.

Across Spokane County, high school drop-out rates are of huge
concern for the public. According to the National Center for School
Engagement, “school attendance is the first thing affected by gang
membership.” Therefore, it is important to report the drop-out rate
in this assessment. On average, Spokane County has a 73.8% ontime graduation rate, and an extended graduation rate of 76.9%
(meaning they eventually graduate high school). Two school
districts had on-time graduation rates higher than 90%, St. John and
Freeman. Reardan-Edwall, Nine Mile Falls, Liberty, Mead, West
Valley, Medical Lake, and Central Valley School Districts all had

The district with the largest enrollment, according to the Office of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, is Spokane School District
#81 (enrollment of 28,712 as of May 2010), which serves most of
the City of Spokane. The second largest district in enrollment is
Central Valley School District (#356) with 12,587 students in May of
2010. Mead School District (#354) rounds out the top three with
9,460 students enrolled at the end of the 2010 school year. The
three smallest school districts in Spokane County are Liberty (#362),
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graduation rates higher than 80%. Three school districts had 70% or
less on-time graduation rates, Spokane District #81, Rosalia, and
East Valley.

school) were surveyed. Alternative high schools are designed to
educate youth who are, for a variety of different reasons, in need of
a more individualized education experience, less based on seat time
and traditional learning, grading periods, and systems. Many of
these students may also have other issues interfering with their
academic success (e.g., teen pregnancy, homelessness, poverty,
and/or substance abuse problems). Among the students at CBE,
58% reported being involved in the Juvenile Court System, and 13%
reported being in a gang (out of 79 students surveyed).

Spokane County Juvenile Justice Coordination Survey
As a component of the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Advisory
Committee (GJJAC) grant, another evaluation tool was utilized that
is designed to reach out to local youth and parents and allow them
to give their input and opinions about resources they would like to
see increased within the community. The Spokane County Juvenile
Justice Coordination Survey asks questions relating to Juvenile
Detention and gang involvement, along with questions about peer
and adult influence and decision making. This survey was
administered three times between 2009 and 2010 at different afterschool community events. For this assessment’s purposes, we chose
to focus on the following questions: “Have you at any time been
involved in the Spokane County Juvenile System?” and “Have you at
any time been involved in a gang?”

In 2010, the survey was given to students at Shadle Park High
School. Nearly 6% of surveyed students reported being in the
juvenile justice system, and 1% reported being in a gang. Shadle
Park High School is a traditional high school with a positive
community reputation in the Spokane District #81. With the number
of survey participants in both studies being so small, any analysis is
difficult and there is no significant difference between the numbers
of students involved in juvenile justice system in the past two years.

In 2009, two of the three surveys were administered to students,
and one was given to the parents/guardians of students. At West
Valley High School, in a school district with a fairly high socioeconomic base, only two students reported being in a gang and
being involved in the Juvenile Court System (out of 75, 2.7%).
Parents at Garry Middle School, which draws students from lower
socio-economic levels, reported three of their students had been
involved with the Juvenile Court System, while two parent surveys
reported having a child who had been in a gang (out of 30, 6.7%).
Results became dramatically different when students at ContractBased Education (CBE) in the Spokane Valley (an alternative high

VII. Community Scan of the Schools
With 16 school districts within Spokane County, schools play a
pivotal role in reducing the influence and impact of gangs in our
community. Information on available resources for students before
and after school that may help provide structured activities to keep
kids busy during the peak hours for juvenile crime, is included in the
Spokane County Youth Resource Assessment. This resource
assessment will be available on GSSAC’s website, www.gssac.org.
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A strong commitment to collaboration among community
organizations, as well as local, state, and federal law enforcement
with our schools for prevention of substance abuse, violence, school
dropout has provided a solid foundation for this effort. Front line
Student Assistance Specialists (SASs) at the middle and high school
levels partner closely with School Resource Deputies (SRDs) and
School Resource Officers (SROs) to prevent and respond to the
evidence of gang presence in schools, on the grounds, and in the
neighborhoods. The SRDs and SROs facilitate gang awareness
trainings to parents, school staffs, and the community at large on
how to recognize gang activity, strategies to prevent gang
involvement and ways the citizens of Spokane County can support
safe schools.

hours of class presentations. Pro-Active Patrols amounted to
1,422.45 hours, which included patrols in school hallways,
commons, parking lots and neighborhoods. In addition to their work
in the high schools, the eight SRDs also spent a combined total of
330.10 hours working in the elementary and middle schools of their
assigned district.
School districts in Washington State are required by law to annually
report truancy, weapons incidents, and other disciplinary behaviors
to the Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction (OSPI). The statistics are available to the public on the
OSPI School Safety Center website. The most recent statistics, for
the 2009-2010 school year were released in January 2011 and are
reported within three categories: Weapons, Behaviors, and Truancy
Reports. Given that the school districts are required to report these
figures, they are considered to be both reliable and accurate.

The prevention of gangs within the educational system in Spokane
County is supported through community organizing efforts to help
adolescents make positive choices. From after-school programs to
youth mentoring to the Washington Drug Free Youth (WDFY)
program at 24 middle and high schools in our county, support for
schools through community partnerships is at the core of reducing
gang influence. Working together, parents, school administrators,
teachers, SRDs, SROs, and SASs are proactively supporting youth in
positive activities to keep Spokane County schools safe.

The Washington State Weapons Report tallies the number of
firearms, knife, and other weapons incidents that occurred in school
districts within Spokane County. It shows that there were eight
reported incidents where students had some type of firearm on
school campus. It also showed 95 reported incidents where
students had a knife on campus and 29 incidents defined as
“Other.”

Spokane County School Incident Reports

The Behavior Report contains statistics on behavioral issues with
students, including bullying, alcohol, drug, violent offenses, and
assaults. Across the school districts in Spokane County, during the
‘09-’10 school year, there were 1,388 students suspended for
bullying other students (14 expulsions), 303 suspended for violent
offenses (not including assault, eight expulsions), and 24

The Spokane County Sheriff’s Office provided eight deputies for five
different school districts within Spokane County. The deputies that
serve in the schools are known as School Resource Deputies (SRDs).
During the 2010-2011 school year, the SRDs provided 20.8 hours of
counseling to youth, 42.45 hours of mentoring and instructed 70.5
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suspensions for assault (with one expulsion). For tobacco, drug and
alcohol related offenses, 692 students in the County were
suspended and 83 received expulsions.

worked hard to improve gang awareness, not just among law
enforcement and the criminal justice system as a whole, but also
among the community at large.

The Truancy Report for Spokane County schools shows that 4,926
students (out of 43,439) had one or more unexcused absence in the
’09-’10 school year, 196 students had greater than or equal to five
unexcused absences in any given month, and 371 students had
greater than or equal to ten unexcused absences in the school year.
These absences led to 373 truancy petitions being filed by various
school districts within the County.

In early 2006, after a string of violent assaults and shootings, local
law enforcement leadership began discussing the need to put more
effort towards curbing the increasing violence and drug dealing
associated with the gangs in Spokane County. In September 2006,
the first co-located multi-agency Gang Enforcement Team was
assembled. This team included the Spokane County Sheriff’s Office,
Spokane Valley Police Department (SVPD), Spokane Police
Department, Washington State Department of Corrections, and
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. There were 14
full-time, commissioned personnel assigned to the unit.

VIII. Steps Taken to Reduce the Impact of Gangs

In early 2008, the unit was designated as an FBI Safe Streets Violent
Crime Gang Unit. The unit name was then changed to the Spokane
Violent Crime Gang Enforcement Team (SVCGET). The FBI assists in
funding office space, mobile phones, vehicles, fuel, maintenance,
overtime, and funds used to pay for operations. Additional
members from the Washington State Patrol and Border Patrol were
added as full-time members. The FBI and US Marshal Service also
provide federal credentials in the form of USC Title 18 and Title 21
commissions, granting Task Force Officers (TFOs) the authority to
investigate drug and firearms related crimes on a federal level.
Combined with the regular state law enforcement commission, it
gives the TFOs even more tools to fight gang crimes.

Law Enforcement Efforts
In the late 1980s, when Spokane County first started seeing the
arrival of Crip gang members from Southern California, there were
mixed opinions in regards to their actual or perceived presence and
influence. Due to the limited ability of law enforcement at that time
to track gangs and their membership, it took several years to be
able to empirically examine the issue of gangs in Spokane County.
This was also evidenced through increases in gang-related violence
which made citizens aware that Spokane County was seeing the
realities of gangs close to home.
Until 2006, Spokane’s specialized gang suppression and intelligence
efforts were limited to a single Spokane Police Department (SPD)
sergeant, SPD officer, Spokane County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO)
detective, and SCSO deputy. The first members of the gang unit

The mission of the SVCGET is to jointly identify, disrupt, and
dismantle existing and emerging violent gang and criminal
enterprises operating in Spokane County. The SVCGET will maintain,
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equip, train, and operate an efficient investigative component
capable of immediate response to the most serious criminal acts
which impact federal and state jurisdiction, responsibilities and
competencies including, but not limited to, murder, armed
robberies, weapons violations, kidnapping, RICO statute (Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations), drug trafficking violations
and human trafficking.

narcotics, and firearms investigations as well as assist on major
crimes investigations. All members of the unit are called upon on a
daily basis to provide their specialized knowledge in this area to
assist in other investigations not just locally, but nationally as well.
Law Enforcement Partnerships
A key component of the success of the SVCGET has been the
collaboration between local, state and federal agencies. These
include not just the agencies enumerated above, but also key to
these partnerships has been the leadership of the United States
Attorney’s Office that helped the FBI with the formation of the
SVCGET. The use of federal assets to not only investigate but also
prosecute criminal gang offenders has become a standard tool used
by the SVCGET and has shown substantial success.

On a daily operational basis, the SVCGET runs three different
subunits: Intelligence, Suppression, and Investigations. Members of
the Intelligence group use sophisticated techniques to monitor
police reports, open sources, and they use various methods to
obtain information that will assist in solving gang crime and more
importantly, to prevent future crime using an Intelligence Led
Policing model. In addition, this group holds weekly information
sharing meetings with others working in the criminal justice system.
These meetings have been a foundation for creating partnerships
and assisting each other with their respective needs. The meetings
have been occurring for over 15 years.

One of those successes was Operation Hybris. This investigation
involved the prosecution and conviction of all 32 federal defendants
for 73 crimes. These crimes included distribution of crack cocaine
and ecstasy, conspiracy to distribute, and child prostitution. The
child prostitution charge was the result of one defendant exploiting
two underage females as prostitutes and advertising them on the
internet. Operation Hybris was the largest single-day law
enforcement effort in Spokane County history, and resulted in 20
search warrants throughout Eastern Washington, Western
Washington, and California.

The Suppression group includes uniformed officers who work
closely with the Department of Corrections’ probation officers and
Patrol Divisions of local law enforcement agencies as they respond
to gang crime reports. They assist other law enforcement
investigators, serve arrest warrants, contact gang members on the
street, complete intelligence reports and provide prevention and/or
intervention when dealing with juveniles who are starting to exhibit
the indicators of possible gang involvement.

In July 2010, Operation Archangel culminated in 30 defendants
indicted in federal court and an additional 30 defendants arranged
in state courts. Operation Archangel was an 18 month investigation
of numerous gang sets in Spokane County and Eastern Washington,

The Investigative group includes detectives and special agents who
perform follow-up investigations on violent crime, proactive
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by nine law enforcement agencies, for the illegal distribution of
controlled substances, firearms violations, and other related crimes.

individuals who have been confirmed as being gang members or
identified as gang associates and residing here in Spokane County.

Spokane County Sheriff Ozzie Knezovich commented on the
investigation, saying “gang members represent a heightened risk to
our communities because of their frequent and indiscriminate use
of violence.” He praised the operation as “an example of our
continuing emphasis on this criminal element.”

The CCOs assigned to this unit routinely work with a dedicated
Superior Court Gang Prosecution Team as well as the SVCGET. This
coordination of limited resources leads to a better quality of
community supervision directed at those individuals deemed most
likely to reoffend/recidivate while under the supervision of the DOC
in our community. This is largely due to the fact that more
intelligence data is shared at monthly gang Risk Management
meetings, where efforts to target violent crime and individuals
involved is prioritized. The Department of Corrections gang unit
also has one CCO who is assigned to the Spokane Violent Crime
Gang Enforcement Team who acts as a liaison and shares
information on a daily basis about gang members under DOC
supervision. Through these efforts, the DOC Gang Unit has proven
itself as an asset to law enforcement in Spokane. The ability to
furnish critical and vital information to investigators throughout
many of the serious and often violent felony crimes in our
community perpetrated by local gang members and gang associates
is a valuable benefit.

Spokane Valley Police Chief Rick VanLeuven also lauded the
investigation citing, “gangs have established a presence in Spokane
Valley,” noting the importance of “disrupting their business in order
to protect our citizens.”
The SVCGET also maintains partnerships with Spokane Community
Oriented Policing Services substations (C.O.P.S.) within the SPD,
SCSO and SVPD jurisdictions. The Spokane C.O.P.S. substations and
the Sheriff’s Community Oriented Policing Effort (S.C.O.P.E.) stations
assist in the documentation of graffiti and forward this information
to a centralized office managed by a grant-funded administrator.
Any graffiti that might be gang related is then forwarded to the
SVCGET Intelligence group for analysis.

Additionally, over the past thirteen years, DOC's Gang Unit has
played a key role in the discovery and seizure of illegally possessed
firearms, a large quantity of illicit drugs, and thousands of dollars in
drug money. Many of these seizures have led to successful state and
federal prosecutions.

Washington State Department of Corrections Community
Corrections Division
The Washington State Department of Corrections (DOC) Community
Corrections Division (CCD) has maintained a dedicated Gang Unit in
Spokane since 1998. The DOC Spokane Gang Unit has grown
exponentially from a staff of 2 Community Corrections Officers
(CCOs) to the current staffing level of 9 officers and a supervisor.
The unit is currently responsible for supervising approximately 200

Spokane gangs appear to be mostly influenced by the gang
epidemic in metropolitan Southern California (i.e., Los Angeles).
The majority of serious gang-related crime seems to center around
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individuals who have relocated from the Los Angeles area to our
Spokane community and recruit locally to expand their criminal
enterprise. This usually involves the sale and trafficking of illegal
drugs imported from California. With these drugs fetching a
premium price in Spokane, as compared to street values in Los
Angeles, the simple economics usually ensure that even low-level
drug dealers can support themselves comfortably and sometimes
even lucratively in our community. Unfortunately, a common
byproduct of drug trafficking is serious violent crime to maintain
that criminal enterprise. The Spokane community has observed a
steady increase of felonious assaults, home-invasion robberies, and
homicides determined to be directly gang-related in both nature
and motivation.

a daily basis. In addition, the officers collaborate with other criminal
justice professionals at gang conferences, forums, and trainings.
Intelligence collected by the DOC Gang Unit is essential because the
gang subculture presents a variety of hindrances to effectively
monitor this criminal population, including:

Although Spokane has its share of traditionally Hispanic-style street
gangs represented (i.e. Norteños, Sureños, 18th Street), Spokane is
often referred to as a “Crip Town” by local gangsters. This is
because of the association with various Crip gangs from Southern
California. Spokane has documented Bloods, Gangster Disciples,
White Supremacists/Aryans, and Native American-born criminal
street gang members among the local criminal population. The
gang lifestyle, with the component of supporting one’s self through
non-traditional illicit means, appears to be very alluring to our
disenfranchised youth. Furthermore, there is no indication that this
trend is a fad that will simply go away after a period of time.



The individuals are often known only by a moniker/street
name.



The fear of gang retaliation, intimidation and/or violence
toward potential crime witnesses and victims of crimes.



The crimes often occur at night, after the normal work day
for many of the criminal justice professionals who supervise
and/or work gang cases.

The DOC Spokane Gang Unit officers have assisted law enforcement
with special operations as well as large community events such as
Hoopfest and the Lilac Parade. In addition to these events, DOC’s
Gang Unit has worked with the SVCGET to provide a visible
presence at rap concerts, conduct surveillance at Northern Quest
Casino, assist with gang suppression efforts at Eastern Washington
University, other identified gang “hot spots,” and other attractions
that are known to draw a large population of criminal elements and
a higher probability of the occurrence of new gang crimes and acts
of violence. Not often empirically measurable, the presence and
visibility of CCOs and local law enforcement officers has served as a
deterrent to the kinds of criminal behavior often exhibited at these
events. The effective monitoring of offenders and the timely
discovery and investigation of new serious felony behavior has been
paramount to gang suppression efforts. The local law enforcement

The CCOs assigned to the DOC Gang Unit have been available to
speak at community forums and local high schools on the topics of
gang crime and gang prevention. They also actively participate in
investigations and special operations at local, state, and federal
levels, sharing information with other law enforcement agencies on
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community understands the importance of the specialized
information that CCOs can provide and are committed to continuing
to utilize the multijurisdictional approach to focusing on the gang
offenders. The overall benefit is a safer community where there are
deterrents to new criminal activity, a sharing of intelligence and
information between team members, and optimization of the
collective use of all available resources.

supervision plan as well as the threat the offender poses to the
community and what type of sanction needs to be imposed to
mitigate the risk the offender poses to the community.
The DOC Gang unit has also been faced with a number of challenges
the past year due to budget reductions. These reductions have
resulted in the elimination of supervision for many violent gang
members due to the offender not scoring high enough on the DOC
Static Risk Assessment. This Risk Assessment is based only on the
offender’s criminal conviction record and does not take into
consideration the behavior involved in the crime committed or the
fact the offense was pled from a serious violent offense down to a
non-violent offense. As a result of the elimination of supervision for
a large number of gang members, local law enforcement has been
tasked with having to deal with many of these individuals without
the assistance and legal authority that DOC has historically been
able to provide. This has had a negative impact on the overall gang
suppression efforts.

The CCOs assigned to the SVCGET display commitment, dedication,
and the willingness to do whatever they can to keep the community
safe, educate the community about gangs, and work with
gang offenders to address their identified risks and needs in an
attempt to get those offenders to change their lifestyle.
On the prevention side, the DOC officers conduct a risk and needs
assessment that is specific to each offender. Once the needs are
identified, the officer develops a specialized supervision plan for the
offender that includes specific prohibitions and Affirmative Conduct
Requirements, as well as specific intervention strategies to address
his or her specific needs. If the offender completes the intervention
strategy, (e.g., stress/anger management, chemical dependency
treatment, various education classes, etc), there should be an
increase in the protective factors that insulate against those needs
and hopefully it will reduce the risk of recidivism. DOC officers are
also required to meet regularly with offenders during monthly office
contacts as well as during random monthly home/field contacts.
DOC officers also present evidence and recommend sanctions at
violation hearings that are conducted administratively or before the
sentencing court. Hearings provide the Hearing Officer or Judge
with information about the offender’s compliance with the

For a complete list of programs offered by the Washington State
Department of Corrections Community Justice Center Programs,
please consult Appendix C.
Educational System Programs to Help Gang-Affected Youth
The Center for Prevention Programs at NorthEast Washington
Educational Service District 101 (NEWESD 101) continues to provide
both broad and targeted prevention and intervention services to K12 school districts throughout Spokane County. Funding during
2010-2011 included conducting cyber-bullying trainings throughout
County schools upon request, coordinating after school programs in
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six school districts in partnership with the Communities in Schools
organization, and placing Student Assistance Specialists and
Education Advocates in four school districts in Spokane County.

The School Violence/Gang Prevention Task Force, created during
the GPCAP program, continues to operate in Spokane County under
the direction and leadership of GSSAC and the Spokane County
Sheriff’s Office. Functioning now as the Spokane County Gang Task
Force, this group meets on a quarterly basis, and serves to provide
information, resources and networking opportunities to local school
districts, community agencies and law enforcement. NEWESD 101
continues to support the activities of the Task Force.

The NEWESD 101 Gang Prevention Coordination Assistance Program
(GPCAP) of 2008-2010, which ended Sept. 30, 2010, supplied five
school districts within the County (Liberty, Freeman, Mead, East
Valley and West Valley) with Life Skills instructor training and
curriculum. This resulted in an additional 2,218 students, grades K12, within Spokane County, receiving school instruction using
Botvin’s Life Skills Training. This is an evidence-based program to
reduce youth substance abuse and violence, and is currently
showing long term results of reducing both substance abuse and
violence among students in the County. This curriculum will be
used in these schools for many years in the future, with all follow-up
support and training being provided at no cost by NEWESD 101’s
Center for Prevention Programs.

Community Gang Education
A key component to gang prevention is education. The Greater
Spokane Substance Abuse Council (GSSAC) has implemented special
programs designed to educate local residents on gang
demographics, gang activities and operations, and the scope of the
current gang problem in Spokane. The programs were also designed
to equip residents with the knowledge of what can be done to
prevent gang crime and youth from falling victim to the lure of
gangs. GSSAC, along with the help of organizations such as the
SCSO, SVCGET, NEWESD 101, and the OSPI School Safety Center,
created and implemented a Gang Awareness Presentation. The first
few months of this program were spent researching, designing,
developing, and revising the presentation, seeking input from
experts in the field to ensure accuracy and effectiveness at each
step in the process.

In 2010 the GPCAP program, in collaboration with GSSAC, produced
and distributed a local educational video which identifies 10
research-based risks that youth face when becoming involved with
gangs. Information for teachers, administrators, counselors and
other community members using the video, and talking points for
discussion use with at-risk youth, are combined to be used as a Life
Skills education tool with either individual students or for use in
small groups. NEWESD 101 and GSSAC produced and distributed
300 copies of this tool to every school in Spokane County. The
video and all accompanying materials are available to the public
through the NEWESD 101 and GSSAC websites.

GSSAC’s presentation was designed specifically for Spokane County
and contains local information about the gangs present in our
community and how to address the specific needs of Spokane
youth. Over the grant period, at meetings, trainings and formal
presentations for a variety of different organizations, including
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S.C.O.P.E. and Spokane C.O.P.S. stations, coalition forums,
community service organizations and neighborhood councils, to
name a few, over 2,500 people have received information about
gangs in Spokane County. At the end of 2010, 1,056 people were
formally educated through this presentation. Community members
have and are continuing to be taught not only about the threats
that gangs pose, but also about the everyday things they can do to
help our youth, regardless of whether they are a parent, relative,
neighbor, or simply a concerned community member.

about the gang presence in Spokane County, signs, symbols and
indicators, common gang-related criminal activities, the dangers of
joining gangs, how to combat them, and much more. The website,
www.stopspokanegangs.org, is also designed to accept anonymous
tips from the public to facilitate reporting suspicious, potentially
gang-related activities to local law enforcement, without fear of
retaliation.
The goal of building this website was to encourage residents of
Spokane County and the surrounding region to prevent, report, and
get involved in the anti-gang effort. Community policing has proven
to be an effective and worthwhile practice time and time again. By
educating residents about gangs, and encouraging them to make a
difference in their neighborhoods through reporting of crimes, we
hope to see long-term progress in our united effort to reduce the
impact of gangs.

The presentation’s content is customizable to varying audiences’
needs as well as time restrictions. For instance, members of a
neighborhood council may require an emphasis on different
information than law enforcement volunteers. Specifically, GSSAC’s
presentation educates the public about local gang history, symbols
and indicators, behaviors, risk and protective factors, reasons for
joining, graffiti, and proactive solutions to addressing the problem.
The presentation is available for view at www.gssac.org.

One fundamental piece to this reporting feature of the site is that
there is a feedback component tied into the overall reporting
system. Those sending in crime tips are assigned a number to track
the status of their tip. Law enforcement officers will be assigned the
tips and are able to easily communicate back to the tipper/public
with whether or not any action was taken, if they need more
information, etc. Active involvement and communication with the
public is extremely important in making this website a success.
Giving the public a way to be heard and have their tips validated
should encourage continual involvement by the community in this
gang effort.

IX. Future Directions
Spokane’s Gang Website, www.stopspokanegangs.org
Building on their strong partnership, the Greater Spokane Substance
Abuse Council (GSSAC) and the Spokane Violent Crime Gang
Enforcement Team (SVCGET) worked together to develop and
maintain the first comprehensive and in-depth gang prevention and
interdiction website. Appealing to adults and youth, the Stop
Spokane Gangs website is dedicated to educating local residents

The website launched on June 30, 2011 and will be maintained by
the SVCGET. The website is also featured on a series of Billboards
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throughout Spokane County (See example in Appendix G). The 2011
Summer months will be devoted to publicizing this website and
encouraging local residents to make use of this extremely valuable
gang prevention and intervention tool.

African American (10%), Native American/Native Alaskan (13%),
Asian
American (4%),
Hawaiian/Pacific
Islander
(1%),
Hispanic/Latino (12%), and those of mixed or multi racial and or
ethnic backgrounds (13%).

Spokane County Gang Perception Survey

The results show that residents have areas of both insight and
ignorance of gangs. 72.2% of respondents said that gangs were a
problem in Spokane County, 76.3% said gangs were a problem in
schools, but only 43.8% reported gangs being a problem in “their
neighborhood.” In the comments section, at least five comments
suggested that the gangs were a problem in other neighborhoods of
Spokane County than their own. A few others reported no gang
problem in Spokane County and that gangs were in other areas of
the country. However, when the numbers above were further
investigated, it was found that adults 40 years old and older differed
dramatically from those under 40 in their perceptions of the gang
problem. Among middle-aged to older adults, 94% reported gangs
being a problem in Spokane County compared to 61% of those
under 40. Similar differences exist in viewing gangs as a problem in
their neighborhoods and schools (55% to 38%, and 91% to 66%,
respectively).

The Greater Spokane Substance Abuse Council developed a survey
designed to measure the perceptions of Spokane County residents
about gangs in our schools and communities (Appendix H). The
Spokane County Gang Perception Survey was developed using a
Survey Monkey program and was hosted online at that website.
The survey was also distributed in paper form to participants at area
community centers, educational settings, non-profits, and civic
organizations. Included in the survey were assessments conducted
at a community open house at a local high school (West Valley High
School), a Boy Scout Troop meeting, two local coffeehouses (one on
the South Hill, one in the West Plains), the East Central and West
Central Community Centers, our GSSAC Community Coalition, a
local Veteran’s substance abuse prevention group, and youth and
adults active in Spokane County Juvenile Justice programs.
Surveys were completed by 203 people in 22 different ZIP Codes in
Spokane County, including urban, suburban and rural ZIP Codes in
numbers relative to population within the Zip Codes. Spokane
County residents ages 14 and over completed the survey at the
locations listed above and the mean age of the respondents was
31.5 years old. The majority of those completing the survey were
White, non-Hispanic or Latino(a) (71%), but efforts were made in
the interest of a more comprehensive picture of gang perceptions
to survey people of other racial and ethnic backgrounds, including

This difference of perception was consistent when asked about the
extent of the threat gangs posed. When asked to rate how much of
a threat gang posed to their neighborhoods, local middle schools,
and high schools, on a scale of 0 (none) to 5 (extreme), respondents
over 40 rated the threat level at 2.03, 2.13, and 2.86. Youth and
young adults under 40 reported perceived lower threat levels of
1.32, 1.39, and 2.09.
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These results highlight the need for increased education and
awareness among residents about gangs, gang membership, and
gang criminal activities across all ages. Youth and young adults may
be less likely to read the newspapers or watch local news casts and
more likely to obtain news online, which allows them to search
through local news website for articles/stories of interest.
Educational programs should include information tailored to
younger adults and youth, especially online, educating them about
the gang presence in Spokane County and the threats these criminal
elements pose to residents and themselves. The Stop Spokane
Gangs website is a great example of local, technologicallyappropriate educational messages from experts that can more
easily reach this population. Spokane County residents over the age
of 40 may be better informed from the local media, but they run the
risk of being over-sensitized to gangs and may then identify the
majority of young people wearing baggy clothing as gang members,
which is certainly not the case. These residents should receive
programs focused on identification of gangs, gang members, and
gang crimes, as well as prevention information about ways they can
help their children and/or grandchildren, as well as other children in
the community. The Gang Awareness in Spokane County
presentation that GSSAC provides is well suited to this role, and can
be delivered in a variety of locations and groups, reaching older
adults throughout the region.

graffiti), it may be suggested that many of those affirmative
responses were inappropriately interpreted as gang crimes. Both
parents with children and the youth themselves reported that they
or their children felt moderately to very safe at school, averaging
3.44 out of 5 (5 being completely safe, 1 being not safe at all).
Finally, question eight was designed to be answered by only teens
and young adults (13-25; responses from those outside that age
range were not recorded) and was designed to try to estimate how
many of those young people had ever been or were currently in a
gang, how many youth had been asked to join a gang, and how
many people the youth know were involved with gangs. In results
similar to the Washington State Healthy Youth Survey, 8% of youth
surveyed said they had either belonged to or been closely involved
with a gang. While this number was a little higher than the HYS, it
may be because our survey was conducted outside of the classroom
and some of the respondents being in the Juvenile Justice Legal
System. Twelve percent of respondents under 25 reported having
been asked or pressured to join a gang, while 17% of those same
people responded that they were friends with or knew very well at
least one gang member (average number known was 6.8).
These results are measures of perception and self-reported
behaviors only; there was not enough time or respondents to
psychometrically validate this Survey. However, this survey was
developed with information from and the expert opinions of
members of the Spokane County Gang Task Force and the questions
were considered to reasonably measure the target perceptions and
behaviors within the target population. The weaknesses of the
survey are lack of psychometric examination, the face valid nature
of the Survey, and the sampling methods used by necessity of time

When respondents were asked if they had ever been a victim of
gang crime(s), 19% reported being a victim of such crime, while
9.7% reported that they “didn’t know.” Given the difficulty in
civilian identification of gang members and gang activity (e.g., lack
of understanding the difference between tagging versus gang
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and budget. It has also been suggested that the Survey was too
complicated for 13-15 year olds and should be limited in the future
to 16 years old or older (high school students).

them out of that environment and get them the help and services
they need to get back on the right track.
As of now, SARYRP is in the pilot stage of development and
implementation, and has only recently begun its outreach and
referral work. In the months and years to come, it will ideally be
further expanded throughout the County and surrounding areas,
and there will be data and findings to report on.

Spokane At-Risk Youth Referral Program
Volunteers of America Eastern Washington & Northern Idaho (VOA)
in partnership with the Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement
Team have created the Spokane At-Risk Youth Referral Program
(SARYRP). The goal of this program is to deliver services and
resources to Spokane youth for the purposes of prevention and
intervention of gang-involvement and violence among youth.

X. Community Resources for Gang Prevention

This program fills a gap of services for youth who are at risk of gang
involvement or who are only marginally involved in gang activities.
Many youth are drawn to gangs because gangs provide a sense of
belonging, identity and self-worth that is lacking in their lives.
Through the SARYRP, youth will gain access to resources in their
communities and be offered Positive Youth Development
opportunities to help build their assets.

The resources available in the community to help youth are being
dramatically altered due to budget cuts from the federal, state,
county and city governments. The resources themselves change
frequently. As such, the Spokane County Youth Resource
Assessment has been created as a separate document that may be
downloaded at GSSAC’s website, www.gssac.org. In the future, as
new resources become available or we learn of resources lost, the
Resource Assessment will be updated.

Referrals are made by street officers, school resource officers and
deputies, gang unit officers and investigators when they come in
contact with at-risk youth and/or parents and guardians of these
kids. The referrals are handed over to VOA and a specially trained
counselor contacts the youth and/or parents or guardians to
determine what services are needed. This program aims to reach
those youth who may be dabbling in the gang life or are on the
verge of becoming serious members. With these individuals who are
not too far gone in the gang or criminal life, SARYRP strives to pull

The Spokane County Youth Resource Assessment will be divided
into different sections for ease of use, including School
Related/Based Programs, Non-Profit Programs, and Faith
Based/Centered Programs. Also included in the Resource
Assessment will be a list of websites that include helpful
information about gangs for parents of at-risk or gang-affected
youth.
Included is a discussion of two programs designed especially to help
youth at-risk for joining gangs because they are both examples of
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great programs that are at-risk of termination due to funding cuts
and expiring grants.

neighborhood. Their involvement has shown to provide participants
with a sense of belonging and self-worth that replaces the urge to
engage in negative activities. It also encourages them to take pride
in their neighborhood. Youth involved in this program are improving
their community while gaining valuable work experience and
leadership skills at the same time.

Although Spokane offers numerous programs for youth and many
programs specifically for youth from under-represented populations
or lower socio-economic classes, there are only a few still in
existence that are designed to directly address the issues of youth
gang involvement in our community. We acknowledge the
outstanding achievements and community service of all youth
programs, while choosing to highlight these front-line programs for
their work specifically with gang-affected youth.

The interest in GCJC continues to grow and is only limited by the
funding for the stipends. Summer 2010 graduated 21 young people
and then 5 of those youth became the Fall Crew for the benefit of
continuing the West Central Marketplace and putting the five
gardens to bed for the season.

Project HOPE Spokane:

For more information on Project HOPE Spokane, please visit
www.projecthopespokane.org.

Project HOPE Spokane is focused on prevention and intervention
initiatives for at-risk and gang-affiliated youth in West Central
Spokane. Project HOPE’s experience over the past four years has
been that when youth are offered a positive alternative to illegal,
damaging, and destructive activities, they make the right choice.

Starfish Project
The Starfish Project is a collaborative effort to bring the individual
efforts of Volunteers of America Crosswalk, NATIVE Project, and
East Central Community Center together and offer a comprehensive
and multi-ethnic initiative in three high-risk neighborhoods within
the City of Spokane. The collaborative nature of this project allows
participants access to a continuum of care. The goal of this project is
to reduce the amount of gang-involved youth in Spokane County,
one individual at a time

Through "Jobs Not Jails" and inspiration from Homeboy Industries in
Los Angeles, California, Project HOPE created the seasonal Green
Collar Job Corps (GCJC), where young people age 11 to 18 are
choosing to participate in job training such as organic gardening,
lawn care, and marketplace development rather than taking part in
activities that are damaging to themselves and their
community. The Riverfront Farm’s main lot on Boone Avenue is the
hub of all activities.

The Starfish Project’s philosophy is based on the poem, The Starfish
Story, by Loren Eisley. Below is a synopsis of the story:

Project HOPE’s GCJC participants are motivated by the stipend they
receive for their hard work and training, and by the opportunity to
be involved in something relevant and meaningful to their own

One day a man was walking along the beach when he
noticed a boy picking something up and gently throwing it

31

into the ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are
you doing?” The youth replied, “Throwing starfish back into
the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going out. If I don’t
throw them back, they’ll die.”

This allows participants to be introduced to a variety of prevention
programs for all at-risk youth. East Central has also offered a very
effective parenting class called Black Parenting.
Finally, Volunteers of America (VOA) Crosswalk is focusing on the
case management and street outreach aspect of the project. VOA
Crosswalk has the unique capability to provide intensive case
management for all participants. This service includes on-site
chemical dependency assessments, collaboration with Spokane
Mental Health and Lutheran Community Services, on-site GED
completion programs provided by Spokane Community Colleges,
parenting classes, and many other referral and advocacy services for
all participants. VOA Crosswalk is the only organization in Spokane,
outside of the mental health field, that provides street outreach
services. Through its outreach team, Youthreach, VOA Crosswalk is
able to contact between 200 and 400 kids each month and provide
resources to support their basic needs. This outreach also allows
VOA Crosswalk to further develop personal relationships with many
of Spokane’s street youth and numerous gang members.

“Son,” the man said, “don’t you realize there are miles and
miles of beach and hundreds of starfish? You can’t make a
difference!”
After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up
another starfish, and threw it back into the surf. Then,
smiling at the man, he said… “I made a difference for that
one.”
NATIVE Project focuses on the medical, mental health and wellness
aspect of the Starfish Project. Participants are able to attend the
Community Wellness Program held at Havermale High School twice
a week. This program offers basketball, leadership skill-building,
cultural activities, youth fitness, nutrition and cooking classes, as
well as gang prevention classes throughout the school year. In
addition, NATIVE Project offers youth leadership programs and
camps every summer. Through NATIVE Project, Starfish participants
are also able to access mental health counseling, chemical
dependency treatment and relapse prevention programs that are
designed specifically for teens.

As of January 2011 the Starfish Project has greatly exceeded its goal
of 75 participants. Although exact numbers are not available at this
time, between the three organizations involved, roughly 280
participants have received services. This includes 80 youth between
the ages of 5-11, 163 youth between the ages of 12-17, and 18
youth between the ages of 18-24.

In addition to NATIVE Project’s wellness focus, East Central
Community Center (ECCC) provides structured physical activities
and parenting classes. These activities range from arts and crafts to
basketball and other sports. East Central Community Center also
includes community and motivational speakers for all participants.

In addition to far surpassing the intended number of clients, of the
20 clients with previous juvenile detention or juvenile court
experiences, only seven were charged with a new offense during
their enrollment in the Starfish Project.
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At this time the funding for this project will be ending in June of
2011. The Starfish Project has submitted its performance measures
to the Juvenile Rehabilitation Administration and is seeking renewal
through the Washington State Legislature. Currently the Starfish
Project is the only gang-specific prevention program in Spokane
County.

Centers coordinated by Spokane School District:
 North Central High School
 Rogers High School
Centers coordinated by Deer Park School District:
 Deer Park Middle School
 Arcadia Elementary School

After School Programs in Spokane County

Centers coordinated by Cheney School District:
 Sunset Elementary School

There are many after-school programs available for students that
aim to keep youth busy between the hours of 3:00 to 6:00pm
throughout the school year. While these programs may not
specifically target gang-involved youth, by keeping youth busy in
structured activities after school, during peak juvenile crime hours,
these programs provide positive alternatives to engaging in
delinquent and/or gang-related behavior. After-school programs are
offered to students through the 21st Century Community Learning
Grant and the Communities in Schools Organization at the following
locations through various agencies:

Cheney Middle School also has an after-school program coordinated
by the Communities in Schools Organization.
Deficits in Available Programming to Assist Gang-Affected Youth
It is worth mentioning that there were other programs in the past
that were active in Spokane County. These programs, for various
reasons are no longer serving the Spokane area youth. Many
organizations working in the prevention and intervention fields have
suffered, and continue to suffer significant cutbacks due in large
part to the economic conditions in both the state and federal
economies.

Centers coordinated by NEWESD 101:
 Chase Middle School (Spokane School District)
 Glover Middle School (Spokane School District)
 Liberty Junior High School (Liberty School District)
 North Pines Middle School (Central Valley School District)
 East Valley Middle School (East Valley School District)

The community still lacks sufficient local resources for services to
support youth. In particular, there is a clear deficit in the amount of
programs devoted to serving gang-affected youth. Until more
resources can be devoted to gang prevention and intervention, the
burden of suppressing gang activities and related crime will
continue to fall on law enforcement agencies and criminal justice
systems.

Centers coordinated by Campfire:
 Shaw Middle School (Spokane School District)
 Garry Middle School (Spokane School District)
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Special Note:
A special thank you to the Northern Virginia Regional Gang Task Force,
whose publication, Northern Virginia Comprehensive Gang Assessment 2003 – 2008,
served as a key source in providing an excellent framework for the publication of our Gang Assessment.
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Appendices
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Appendix A: Gang Crime Statistics in Spokane County, Collected by SVCGET
The following statistics relate ONLY to the Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement Team based on the 21 identified crimes:
Total Number of Investigations:
2008: 172
2009: 239
2010: 171

Total Number of Charges Sent to Spokane County Prosecutor’s Office:
2008: 267
2009: 263
2010: 226

Total Number of Drug-related Investigations:
2008: 66
2009: 79
2010: 78

Total Number of Robbery Charges (Including 1st and 2nd Degree Robbery):
2008: 36
2009: 13
2010: 8

Total Number of Federal Charges:
2008: 42 defendants; 95 charges
2009: 8 defendants; 15 charges
2010: 26 defendants; 47 charges

Total Number of Aggravated Assault Charges (Including 1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree
Assaults, Attempted Murder, and Drive-by Shooting):
2008: 92
2009: 59
2010: 13
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Appendix A: Continued

These statistics represent ONLY what the Spokane Violent Crime Gang Enforcement Team has investigated. Other units within the SPD and SCSO
also investigate gang-related cases and are not included above since they are not equipped to track cases the same way. In addition, other
agencies within Spokane County (including federal, state and local law enforcement agencies) also investigate gang-related cases. Although
most gang-related cases are referred to the specialized Gang Unit within the Spokane County Prosecutor’s Office, they do not have the staff to
handle each gang case that is referred for prosecution, so the case is then given to the respective unit that handles that type of crime (e.g. Drug,
Property, Major crimes related).
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Appendix B: Reported Graffiti Incidents by Neighborhood within the City of Spokane
Graffiti Reports (January Through April)
Neighborhood
2010 2011
BALBOA / SOUTH INDIAN TRAIL
BEMISS
BROWNES ADDITION
CHIEF GARRY PARK
CLIFF/CANNON
COMSTOCK
EAST CENTRAL
EMERSON/GARFIELD
FIVE MILE PRAIRIE
GRANDVIEW/THORPE
HILLYARD
LATAH VALLEY
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
LOGAN
MANITO/CANNON HILL
MINNEHAHA
NEVADA LIDGERWOOD
NORTH HILL
NORTH INDIAN TRAIL
NORTHWEST
PEACEFUL VALLEY
RIVERSIDE
ROCKWOOD
SOUTHGATE
WEST CENTRAL
WEST HILLS
WHITMAN

2
19
0
4
18
5
38
13
1
1
22
0
11
25
1
2
53
34
2
33
0
23
1
0
67
0
4

0
4
2
7
10
0
18
54
0
0
13
4
13
9
0
0
73
13
1
17
2
75
2
3
53
1
6

TOTAL

379

380
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Appendix C: Washington State Department of Corrections Community Justice Center Programs

PROGRAM

WHAT DOES IT CHANGE?

YOU KNOW IT’S NEEDED BECAUSE…

Stress Anger
Management




Create an understanding of stress, and anger triggers
Helps adopt tools to channel stress and address anger in healthy,
non-violent ways.








Job Hunters
X







Resume Writing
Completing Applications
Interviewing Techniques
Job Search Strategies
Job Leads and local resources.

Moral
Reconation
Therapy





Helps correct thinking errors
Take responsibility for actions
Set future goals.

Partners in
Parenting






Nurturing
Fathers





Mon-Fri, 3-5pm (2 wks)

Needs assistance with:
 Overcoming barriers to employment
 Work opportunity tax credits, fidelity
bonds, incarceration speech





Mon, 9am-4pm
Thurs, one-on-one appt.s
Fri, one-on-one appt.s







Blames others for their situation
Does not take responsibility for actions
Hostile towards conventional values
Limited pro-social supports
History of ongoing criminal lifestyle




Tues, 4-5:30pm & 7-9pm
Thurs, 2-3:30pm & 3:30-5pm
(12 steps, one per week)
Sat, 9-10:30am

Emphasizes skill-building
Provides support to parents
Helps parents understand the needs and abilities of children in
different stages of development.



May be better suited for offenders with
younger children
Participants do not need to have custody
of their children to participate.
Family member participation encouraged



Both daytime and evening
classes available. Class
times vary.

Equips men to become better fathers by understanding
themselves, how they were parented and how this affects the type
of father they are or will be.




Anyone that is a father
Does not need to have custody of their
children to participate in the class.
Persons convicted of sex
offenses/crimes against children
considered on a case-by-case basis



Tues, 5-7pm (13 wks)



Closed class after two
sessions



Wed, 4-7pm (7 wks)



Closed class after two
sessions



Tues, 12:30-2pm (5 wks)



Open ended class






Strengthening
Families





Nutrition
Cooking




CLASSES OFFERED

Poor history of coping skills
Self reports difficulty managing stress
Uncooperative with supervision
History of assaultive/aggressive behavior
Non-compliance with conditions
Family member participation encouraged

Caregivers and youth age 9-17 yrs old participate together
Caregivers learn about using love and limits, communicating,
making house rules, encouraging good behavior, protecting
against substance abuse, how to help youth with peer pressure.
Youth learn about setting goals, following rules, appreciating and
communicating with caregivers, handling peer pressure, conflict,
and stress, reaching out to others, and making good friends.





Participants with children ages 9-17
Persons convicted of sex
offenses/crimes against children are
prohibited from participating.
Family member participation encouraged

Learn to create great affordable meals in one skillet
Supplies are provided by the facilitator




Living on a limited income
Family member participation encouraged
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Appendix D: Data from the Spokane County Prosecuting Attorney’s Gang Unit

SPOKANE COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
ADULT FELONY GANG CASES
2002 – 2010

Total Adult Felony referrals from law
enforcement
Cases referred to Gang Unit **
% of all Adult Felony referrals handled
within Gang Unit
Adult Felony Filings by Gang Unit
Adult Felony Guilty Pleas in Gang Unit
Trials Jury/Bench Gang Unit

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

4,268

4482

4,736

5,138

4,986

4,962

4,631

4,493

3,855

246

293

375

330

379

403

392

327

347

5.76%

6.54%

7.92%

6.42%

7.60%

8.12%

8.46%

7.28%

9.0%

220

273

337

311

347

378

372

305

330

207

196

258

269

282

335

335

238

226

14

13

12

25

13

9

18

15

15

** The Gang Unit is not large enough to handle every gang related case. The following five Felony Units may also be responsible for gang-related
referrals
and filings: Major Crimes, Special Assault, Drugs, Property, and Domestic Violence.
Appendix E: Map of Spokane
Neighborhood
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Appendix E: Map of Neighborhoods in Spokane
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Appendix F: Map of Spokane County, Including School Districts
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Appendix G: Billboard Artwork for www.stopspokanegangs.org Website
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Appendix H: Spokane County Gang Perception Questionnaire

Spokane County Gang Perceptions Survey
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. We are interested in your personal opinions. Your responses
will be anonymous. Please completely darken the circle to the left of your answer.
#1)

How old are you?

______

#2)

What is your Zip Code?

____________

#3)

With which of the following races/ethnicities do you identify? Please check as many as needed:
African American

Asian American

Caucasian/White

Eastern European

Hispanic

Latino/Latina

Middle Eastern

Mixed Race/Ethnicity

Native American or Native Alaskan

Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander

Other: ___________________________________________________________

#4)

Please answer the following questions based on your opinion at this moment:
Do you believe gangs are a problem in Spokane County?

Yes

No

Do you believe gangs are present in your neighborhood?

Yes

No

Do you believe gangs are present in Spokane County schools?

Yes

No
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#5)

Please tell us how much of a threat you believe gangs are in your:
None

Minimal

Somewhat

Moderate

Very

Extreme

Neighborhood?
Local middle school?
Local high school?

#6)

How safe do you, or does your child, feel at school?
Completely

#7)

Very

A Little

Not At All

No

I Don’t Know

Please answer the following questions if you are under the age of 25:
Have you ever belonged to or been closely associated with a gang?

Yes

No

Have you ever been asked or pressured to join a gang?

Yes

No

How many gang members are you friends with or know fairly well?

#9)

No school-aged child

Have you been a victim of gang crime in Spokane County in the last ten years?
Yes

#8)

Moderately

_____

If you have any comments about this survey or have any relevant information you think we should know about,
please use the space provided below:
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